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Since Gettier Problem arising, the debate on the justification of knowledge 
or belief between internalism and externalism has become the focus of the 
contemporary Anglo-American epistemology . This debate has involved so many 
philosophers as well as so much ambiguity to such an extent that it is quite rare 
in the history of western philosophy. What does the internalism and externalism 
debate about? What is the meaning of the debate? What is its contemporary 
status? How shall we demarcate between internalism and externalism as well as 
define their concepts? How has the debate evolved? Is there any other way to 
transcend internalism and externalism? These are all about urgent epistemology 
questions to be settled. Regrettably, as far as what I know, there hasn’t yet been a 
book with a deep research on this debate except for so many short articles. This 
shows that in contemporary Anglo-American philosophical field, this debate has 
not yet been settled systematically and reasonably. And the studies of the above 
questions are almost untouched in Chinese philosophical circles. Hence, in this 
dissertation I intend to respond to the above questions systematically, hoping that 
it would attract the intention of Chinese philosophers. 
The dissertation is divided into nine chapters. Chapter one is about the 
background, meaning and contemporary status of the debate between internalism 
and externalism. This chapter involves two questions: one is about the 
background and the meaning of the debate; the other is about the review of 
contemporary status of the debate. This makes it possible for us to have a 














the reconstruction of epistemology. 
Chapter two is about the demarcation and definition of internalism and 
externalism. This chapter deals with the principle of the demarcation of 
internalism and externalism, and analyzes the basic ideas of traditional 
internalism and the basic characters of contemporary internalism to clarify the 
divarication of internalism and externalism. 
Chapters 3 to 8 intend to deepen readers’ understanding of the debate 
through the review of the ideas of the representatives of internalism and 
externalism. Chapters 3 and 4 respectively review the academic ideas of the 
construction schools of internalism and externalism, the representatives of which 
are respectively Roderick.Chisholm and Alvin Goldman. Chapters 5 to 6 
respectively review the academic ideas of the neo-internalism and 
neo-externalism, the representatives of which are respectively Laurence Bonjour 
and Alvin Plantinga. Chapters 7 to 8 respectively review the ideas of two 
eclecticism schools, representatives of which are respectively Ernest Sosa and 
William P. Alston, who try to transcend internalism and externalism. The 
arrangement of the chapters intends to expose the respective limits of internalism, 
externalism, and eclecticism, none of which can achieve the task of reconstruct 
epistemology.  
Chapter 9 is the conclusion part: the choice beyond the road of internalism 
and externalism; this is my understanding of the reconstruction of epistemology. 
This chapter maintains that the reason why the debate between internalism and 
externalism can never escape from the obsession of scepticism is that they are 
both involved in the metaphysical understanding of the justification of 














the issue of the justification of knowledge or belief, is just like what Karl Marx 
once mentioned to the effect that all social lives are in essence of practice, and 
whatever brings theory to mysticism can be settled in practice and in the 
understanding of the practice. In other words, the issue of the justification of 
knowledge or belief is by no means something of purely being watched or 
observed; rather, it is in essence of practice. Whatever leads knowledge and 
belief to mysticism can, in the final analysis, should seek their source from 
human practice. 
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